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entitled "Our New Watchman, Roosevelt," in the act of

dismissing- the political bosses. When Governor Cleve-
land signed the Roosevelt bills, Nast published a cartoon,
representing Roosevelt standing with the bills before
Cleveland, who was seated at Ms desk, pen in hand, in the
act of signing. This was entitled " Reform without
Bloodshed."

The action of the highest court of the State in regard to
the constitutionality of a measure which he had succeeded
in having made a law during his final term in the Legisla-
ture is worthy of special record here for reasons which will
be stated presently. The measure, which had been pro-
posed by the Cigar-Makers' Union, prohibited the manu-
facture of cigars in tenement houses. Roosevelt was ap-
pointed one of a committee of three to investigate condi-
tions in tenement houses and see if the legislation was
desirable. He made several visits to the houses in which
the work was carried on, going sometimes with other mem-
bers of the committee and at other times alone. What he
saw convinced him that the legislation was not only desir-
able but vitally necessary if the children of the workers in
question were to grow up fitted for the duties of American
citizenship. He ardently championed the bill and per-
suaded Governor Cleveland to sign it, though it was a
crudely drawn measure. When it was carried to the Court
of Appeals, on a question of its constitutionality, the court
in 1885, held that it was not a proper exercise of the police
power, that it interfered with the profitable and free use
of his property by the owner or his lessee, and that a con-
stitutional guaranty was violated. In rendering its deei-
sioft, the court said:

"It cannot be perceived how the cigar-maker is to be
improved in his health or his morals by forcing him from
his home and its hallowed associations and beneficent influ-
ences to ply Ms trade elsewhere."

As Roosevelt in his personal visits to the tenement houses
had found that in nearly all cases the work had been car-
ried on by men, women and children living, working, eating